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No. 48

Léide Aéreo Nacional §,A,, C-46, PP-LDX, accident at Campina Grande,

Paraiba State, Brazil, on 5 September 1958,

Accident summiary as

released by the Air Ministry, Brazil, 16 January 1959,

Circumstances

Clearance was given for the route
segment PPRF - PPKG at the approved
altitude of 1 800 metres. Upon reaching
the position Nazaré, the pilot descended
without clearance to 1 200 metres and
passed over the PPKG facility at 1 000 me-
tres, or 200 metres below the minimum
altitude provided for initiating the proce-
dure as prescribed by the Directorate of
Air Routes, Having passed over the facil-
ity, the pilot consulted the procedure for
PPKG and replaced it in the file. When
the co-pilot asked him whether it should
not be kept out, he said no, as he already
knew it by heart. The procedure was ini-
tiated normally, the aircraft returning on
a4 heading unknown to the Investigating
Commission until it was at 520 metres
(critical altitude 647 metres), when verti-
cal visual contact with the runway was
established; but it was not possible to come
in, the aircraft having passed the critical
point and being over the runway, The
pilot tried to enter the traffic visual, so
as not to lose sight of the runway, but this
proved impossible on reaching final ap-
proach, with the result that the landing
was again missed. He applied power and
climbed in a spiral above PPKG to 750 me-
tres. On reaching this altitude, he made
a turn above the station, intercepting
the outbound track. He maintained altitude
tup to the end of the base turn, when,
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starting the reifurn, on heading 200 de-
grees, he began to descend, turning on the
aircraft lights. After a few moments of
flight, the co-pilot tried unsuccessfully to
obtain visual reference by looking outside,
At this time he felt a violent impact and
heard the pilot shout that he was "hitting".
Two crew and eleven passengers. were
killed, and two ¢rew and three passengers
were seriously injured in the accident.

The inbound heading of 200 degrees
observed by the co-pilot and checked by
the Investigating Commission showed that
the procedure carried out by the pilot was
not in accordance with that indicated in
the approach chart approved by the
Directorate of Air Routes, It was also
found that at the time vertical visual con-
tact with the runway was established, the
aircraft was at most 40 metres from the
ground, despite the fact that the meteor-
ological information supplied by.the
Léide station at PPKG was ceiling 130 me-
tres with visibility 6 kilometres.,

Causes of the Accident

The accident was due to pilot
error - improper procedure during an
authorized instrument flight, A contrib-
uting cause was an error on the part of
other personnel - the meteorological fore-
cast was incorrect.



