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No,

Empresa de Viagao Aérea Rio Grandense, S.A., C-46, PP-VCF,

(Curtiss Commando], accident at Bagé, Rio Grande do Sul, on 7 April 1957,

Summary of Accident released by the Inspectorate General of Air Staff, Brazil

Circumstances

Just after take-off, the pilotnoticed
an incipient fire in the left engine, Acting
in accordance with airline regulations, he
feathered the damaged engine, returning
to the traffic pattern for a landing circuit
and carrying out routine radio communica-
tions. On final approach, when he consid-
ered that a safe landing could be made, he
operated the undercarriage lowering me-
chanism. Because of the intensity of the
fire, which was in the undercarriage
housing and not, as the pilot thought, in
the engine, some parts must already have
melted and the undercarriage did not
respond to the mechanism. Apparently
the critical situation had already passed,
since the fire, although intense, was not
producing much smoke. The pilot, there-
fore, decided to give full throttle, inorder
to avoid a belly landing. In this he was
still following airline regulations, After
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this action, when the aircraft reached the
intersection of runways 05 and 23, flames
enveloped the left wing and detached it
from the fuselage, The aircraft hit the
ground and was destroyed. All occupants,
5 crew members and 35 passengers, were
killed,

Causes

The main cause of the accident was
fire in the undercarriage housing and con-
sequent breaking-off of the left wing in
flight.

A contributing cause was an error
in judgment. The pilot failed to assess
the intensity of the fire in the undercar-
riage housing, having thought that the fire
was in the left engine and that by applying
the procedure prescribed in "Regulations
for C-46'", the fire had been extinguished
or had become inconsequential,



