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Norseman Aircraft  CP-GPG crashed on take-off a t  Gander Lake, 
Newfoundland. on 18 Auaust 1950 

Circumstances 

A float-equipped Norseman VI f i r c ra f t  taxied out t o  take-off position on 
Gander Lake, Newfoundland, with a p i l o t  and one passenger on boardo Severed. 
people watched the take-off and, according t o  one witness, the a i r c r a f t  never 
did ge t  on the s t ep  but was pulled off the water i n  a noae high a t t i tude  and 
semi-stalled oonditiono A t  a height of roughly 10 t o  15 f e e t  above the surface, 
the l e f t  wing went down and the a i r c r a f t  began t o  s idesl ip ,  continuing t o  lose 
heQ@t u n t i l  the wing t i p  struck the water causing the a i r c r a f t  t o  cartwheel 
and pa r t i a l ly  submerge 

Xnvestinati on and Evidence 

The p i l o t  and paasenger died a s  a r e su l t  of drowningo 

bspec t ion  of the a i r c ra f t ,  and evidence of witnesses, fa i led  to  disclose 
any indication of malfunctioning of the a i r c ra f t ,  engine or  controls p r io r  t o  
the crash, 

Weather was sui table  fo r  the f l ight ,  Although *,he a i r c r a f t  did not take 
off d i rec t ly  in to  wind according t o  the Gander Airways Weather report, the wind 
veloci ty  was only 7 MoPoHo 

The p i l o t  held a valid Senior Commercial P i l o t  Licence and had logged well 
over 3,080 hoursD f lying time, 
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Conclusions 

The immediate cause of the accident would appear t o  be tha t  the l e f t  wing 
t i p  of the a i r c r a f t  came in to  contact with the water following which the a i r -  
c ra f t  crashed and pa r t i a l ly  submerged. 

The major contributing factore would appear t o  be: 

1 )  poor judgment on the par t  of the p i l o t  i n  attempting a turn a t  
approximately 15 f e e t  above the water; and 

2) poor technique on the part  of the p i l o t  i n  permitting the air-  
c r a f t  t o  s t a l l o  
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Norseman Aircraft  CP-OBH. crashed near Timanami, 
pntario. on 30 A w s t  1950 

C i  rcumstance s 

The a i r c r a f t  took off from Trout Lake, (North Bay), with p i lo t ,  engineer, 
four passengers, and roughly 1,200 pounds of equipment f o r  Timagemi, Ontario. 
A fisherman on Ingal l  Lake s tated tha t  he saw an a i r c r a f t  f l y  over a t  roughly 
1,200 f e e t  and heard the engine cut out f o r  a period of approximately ten 
seconds then pick up againo It was t h i s  man's opinion tha t ,  although the engine 
caught again, i t  did not appear t o  have the same power and sounded a s  though 
it was missing, B short  time l a t e r ,  two men, located a t  separate points on 
the shore of Wilson Lake, heard an a i r c r a f t  approaching and s tated tha t  the 
engine was sputtering and missing and t h a t  the a i r c r a f t  was losing height, One 
of these witnesses s ta ted tha t  jus t  before the a i r c r a f t  went out of s ight  it 
banked steeply t o  the r ight  and then went in to  a spino A fourth man i n  h i s  
cabin a t  Milne Lake, heard an engine roar  very loudly and then fade out three 
times* The sound seemed t o  be qui te  close and he stepped out the door jus t  i n  
time t o  see the a i r c r a f t  h i t  the ground t h i r t y  feet '  awayo Fire  broke out 
immediately and i n  a matter of secondsthe a i r c r a f t  was a mass of flameo 


