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! DESCRIPTION OF i
{% (Brief ive of accident. Include statement of responsibility iations for action to prevent repetition)
[ Alrcraft C-47B « Serlal No. 43-16394 was cleared from A-54 at 0950 on @

11 February 1945 to Grove., At aPprox tely 1125 aircraft was reported over
Tangmere (RAF) abggt 300' to 400' high, headed north {Ceiling was|zero (O)
@and visibility was one hundred: (100) yards at the time at Tanguere). About
1200 hrs, reports came into Flying Control, Tangmere that an aircraft had
crashed into hill north of Tangmere. A jgearching pariy was sent out, The
;.:ar:mft was found completely demolished and all crew and passengers were

1] P
) -
The aireraft struck the top.of the hill, -The left.wing and the cargo -
door were torn off on first impagt, they the rest of the aircraft was found
- two_hundred (200) yards north from the Wing and door. The aircraft seemed to
“#- have cart-wheeled into the alir #fter st fg trees the.first time, The
¢ sedond time tH® aircraft hit the ground,#®1T,swidded alomg ground for approxie A
| mately two hundred (200) feet, being torh sfart along its-track. |When the i
investigation party found the aircraft it was literally torm inte small bits.
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b There were no witnesses to thé crash., The investigation party belleves ;
1 that the alrcraft flew straight and level into the top of the hill, and when i !
the hill loomed up, the aircraft was banked sharply to the left, causing the :
left wing to strike the trees,

The invegilgation shows that the alroraft was too low while under ;
instrument conditions to clear the hills in the area. It 18 belleved that /
the pilot had let down over the channel to a few hundred feet but did not B
break out gnd d1d not know that he crossed the southern ceast of

Redlo Range, nor Ford
over hear any alrcraft calllng for

Nelther Tangmere Radlo Control, Fo
were called by -any airoraft, nor &id the
instructions, -

It is recommended to prevent any further accidents of this k that
pilots be briefed more thoroughly on the existing weather conditions and be
instructed-as - to-best-altitudes-to fly, Pilots should make fullest use of
existing radio alds, At no times should a pllot fly an aircraft below
safe minimum altitudes under instrument conditions, : f
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ALLAN R, LIND,
Major, Air Corps,
President, Aircraft Accident
Committee. ‘

e . ' Signature ..‘.WW ..............
LOYD W, MOO JR.

Enhm.urasbrpl.'

» Alroraft Ascldent Officer.
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® .. 15 February 1945 _‘Zé% :
& g Hq 505 USAPP/A-43/18W/1040H WILLIAN J.: dAlSH,

lst Lt., Alr Corpa,

Investigating Orficer.
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Chief Toohnical Uffiesr, Juntral Fightér sstablishaent,
Tengmor: . - c

Uomanding (fficor, Jlst Traasport Broup, ’
AeiFo Stn 519, : s

Date; 14th Fobruury 1945,
Bf:  PL/SwA208/8 /NG,

| Flydng ncoident - Dakota CA7.Be Bo. #3-16354 at
e e L k. Taoescse 2 =%

ab aproximtely I4.0U hours on 1llth February 14, 1 wms
informed that an sirersft hed orsshed on Upihltham Hill, J miles
north east of Taugoere airfield MR U3 . The orash had
coourred at a;jroximately 1l.30 hours on ll.<d«#).

, n arrival at the sceue of the acpident, I had ecwwersation
with the Suerintendant of iviics, who informed me that at the time
of the aseidsut the weathor wis very bad. Wasibility being 1a the
region of 10 yards and rulning harde

e height of the hill is apjroximately 8GU ft. above
soa level,

From examination of the wreckage, it would ajpear that the
ieit wing hit the trees, wis torn off and the 1ift on the right wing
oauseu . airoruft to cartwheol in the air, Prom examinatio of
tho wrecka,. bhe aircraft nad been £l ing £ south to northe

it may be that the pilot Lad su y noticed the high
ground and had mude an effort to avoid saus by bunking to left,
dropdng the left wing whioh touched and torn off az stated.

Wng m , Chief Teshnical Lffiscer,
*
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gigned to 311th Ferrying Sq, 27
mmand, U 8 Strateiic ir For
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