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Brief of Accident

Adopted 11/22/2011

WPR11FAQ78
File No. 29057 12/20/2010 Perris, CA Aircraft Reg No. N316KW Time (Local): 10:00 PST
Make/Model: Aero Commander / 680FL Fatal Serious Minor/None
Engine Make/Model: Lycoming / IGSO-540-B1A Crew 1 0 0
Aircraft Damage: Substantial Pass 0 0 0

Number of Engines: 2
Operating Certificate(s): None
Type of Flight Operation: Personal
Reg. Flight Conducted Under: Part 91: General Aviation

Last Depart. Point: Palm Springs, CA Condition of Light: Day
Destination: Chino Airport, CA Weather Info Src: Weather Observation Facility
Airport Proximity: Off Airport/Airstrip Basic Weather: Instrument Conditions

Lowest Ceiling: 1200 Ft. AGL, Overcast
Visibility: 10.00 SM
Wind Dir/Speed: 140/ 011 Kts
Temperature (°C): 11
Precip/Obscuration: Light - Drizzle; No Obscuration

Pilot-in-Command Age: 65 Flight Time (Hours)
Certificate(s)/Rating(s) Total All Aircraft: 33000
Airline Transport; Multi-engine Land; Single-engine Land; Single-engine Sea Last 90 Days: Unk/Nr

Total Make/Model: Unk/Nr

Instrument Ratinqs TOtal Instrument Time: UnK/NI’

Airplane

*** Note: NTSB investigators either traveled in support of this investigation or conducted a significant amount of investigative work
without any travel, and used data obtained from various sources to prepare this aircraft accident report. ***

The pilot departed the airport mid-morning to fly to his home airport, 63 miles to the northwest. Weather conditions at the departure
airport were visual flight rules (VFR), the weather at the destination airport was not reported, and the weather conditions en-route were
marginal VFR. The global positioning system (GPS) track for the flight indicated that the airplane departed from the airport and headed
west along a highway corridor flying approximately 1,000 feet above ground level (agl) through a mountain pass. For the majority of the
flight, the airplane maintained altitudes between 900 feet and 1,200 feet agl. Twenty-nine minutes after takeoff, the airplane’s GPS
track turned southwest away from an area of concentrated precipitation and directly towards an isolated mountain peak that rose
approximately 1,000 feet above the surrounding terrain. The pilot contacted the local air traffic control facility, reported his position

and requested traffic advisories through the local airspace to his destination airport. About 6 minutes later, the pilot stated that he

was having difficulty maintaining VFR and asked for an instrument flight rules (IFR)clearance. At the same time, the GPS track showed
that the airplane came within 50 feet of the mountainous terrain. No further transmissions from the pilot were received. The final GPS
position was recorded 1 minute later, at 500 feet agl and approximately half a mile from the crash site. The terrain rapidly ascended in
this area and intersected the airplane's flight path over the remaining 1/2 mile. An airport located about 4 miles from the accident site
and in an area of flat terrain 1,000 feet below the isolated mountain top, recorded weather at the time of the accident as few clouds at
900 feet agl, overcast clouds at 1,500 feet agl, and a variable ceiling between 1,200 and 1,800 feet agl, in drizzle. Weather radar
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Brief of Accident (Continued)
WPR11FAQ78
File No. 29057 12/20/2010 Perris, CA Aircraft Reg No. N316KW

Time (Local): 10:00 PST
images at the time of the accident depicted precipitation at the elevation and location of the accident site, indicating probable
mountain obscuration.
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Brief of Accident (Continued)

WPR11FA078
File No. 29057 12/20/2010 Perris, CA Aircraft Reg No. N316KW

Time (Local): 10:00 PST

OCCURRENCES

Maneuvering - Controlled flight into terr/obj (CFIT)

FINDINGS

Environmental issues-Conditions/weather/phenomena-Ceiling/visibility/precip-(general)-Response/compensation - C
Personnel issues-Action/decision-Info processing/decision-Decision making/judgment-Pilot - C

Findings Legend: (C) = Cause, (F) = Factor

The National Transportation Safety Board determines the probable cause(s) of this accident to be:
The pilot's decision to continue visual flight into instrument meteorological conditions, which resulted in an in-flight collision with
mountainous terrain.



