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Airplane

Commercial; Multi-engine Land; Single-engine Land

51

***  Note:  NTSB investigators may not have traveled in support of this investigation and used data provided by various sources to prepare
this aircraft accident report. ***

The  commercial  pilot, who was also the former owner of the twin-engine airplane, stated that the purpose of the flight was to reposition
the  airplane  to  an  airport approximately 22 miles south of the departure airport. Just prior to the flight, he purchased 10 gallons of
fuel  for  each  of the two main tanks. The pilot reported that about 5 minutes after takeoff, at an altitude of approximately 1,000 feet,
he  experienced a "loss of engine power." However, his three separate accounts of the event were inconsistent with respect to which engine
had  a  problem,  or the specific nature of the problem. The pilot reported that the airplane started to lose altitude "rapidly," and that
he  attempted  to "wag the wings" in order to "get all the fuel to be useable." The airplane struck a building and terrain approximately 8
miles  south  of  the  departure  airport.  The  pilot  sustained  serious  injuries, but there was no fire. Damage to the left engine and
propeller  was consistent with the engine running at impact, and precluded an attempt to run the left engine in a test cell. Damage to the
right  engine  and  propeller  was consistent with low or no power at impact. The right engine was subsequently successfully run in a test
cell.  No  evidence  of  any  pre-accident  anomalies that could have contributed to the accident was noted with the airframe, engines, or
propellers.  The  fuel  selector  valve  placards  did  not  accurately  depict  the  fuel system configuration. The fuel quantity and its
distribution in the tanks, either at the beginning of the flight or at the time of the accident, could not be determined.
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__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

The National Transportation Safety Board determines the probable cause(s) of this accident to be:
A  partial loss of engine power due to fuel starvation. Contributing to the accident was the pilot’s decision to add only a limited amount
of fuel prior to the flight, and the fuel selector valve placards' inaccurate depiction of the airplane fuel tank configuration.

Accident (Continued)

OCCURRENCES

Prior to flight - Aircraft inspection event
Enroute-cruise - Fuel related
Enroute-cruise - Loss of engine power (partial)
Enroute-cruise - Off-field or emergency landing
Landing - Collision with terr/obj (non-CFIT) 

FINDINGS

Personnel issues-Task performance-Planning/preparation-Fuel planning-Pilot - F
Aircraft-Fluids/misc hardware-Fluids-Fuel-Fluid level - F
Aircraft-Fluids/misc hardware-Fluids-Fuel-Fluid management - F
Aircraft-Aircraft power plant-Engine fuel and control-Fuel distribution-Related operating info - F

Findings Legend: (C) = Cause, (F) = Factor
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