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LIBERATOR "X" 11121

DATE: 13 July, 1945.

A/C # LIBERATOR "X" 11121 SQUADRON: 11 BR BASE: Patricia Bay

ROUTE: Routine Cross Country No. 1

DEPARTED: 1323432 ETA: 1400412

LAST CONTACT: W/T Contact at 23552.

AIR SEARCH: TOTAL FLYING TIME (DAY) 315 hrs. 34 mins.
TOTAL FLYING TIME (NIGHT) 24 hrs. 14 mins.

GROUND SEARCH:

SEA SEARCH:

(TOTAL) 339 hrs. 48 mins.

TOTAL SEARCH TIME (DAY) 223 hrs. O1 mins.

TOTAL SEARCH TIME (NIGHT) 20 hrs. 26 mins.

(TOTAL) 243 hrs. 27 mins.

5 men in RCAF Search Party

5 men in Base Camp Party

11 men in Army Search Party
3 Guides PCMR

4 men of # 9 C.M.U.
2 Padres and 7 men in Burial Party

H.M.C.S. Miramichi and 3 Navy M.L.'s
M.V. Montagnais
Army Service Boat

RCAF Landing Barge
RCAF Cormorant

RCAF Harlequin

POSITION OF CRASH: 4848N 124583W (This position is approximately seven
miles East South East of Bamfield, V.I.)

SUMMARY OF SEARCH FOR LIBERATOR "X" 11121

Liberator "X" 11121 departed Tofino at 23432 on the 13th of July, 1945,

on the last leg of Routine Cross Country Exercise No. 1. At 23552 Liberator

11121 called WAC Signals control on Org. 1 with instructions to pass a position

report to Patricia Bay. After the aircraft had passed the message, the control

operator queried the text of the message to ensure that it was correct, as

signals were not too good. There was no reply from the aircraft to this query,

so the operator, being reasonably sure that he had the message correctly, gave

the aircraft an "R" and accepted the message. The text of the last message

read #4905N 12545W 23522 ETA YJ 0041Z". There was no further word from the

aircraft.

At 01202 File and Filter Desk in WAC Flying Control reported to the D.F.C.O.
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that Liberator 11121 was 30 minutes overdue on ETA at Patricia Bay. The air-

craft was immediately called on Org. 1 and Command Guard, and Patricia Bay

called on station frequency. A Canso, flight-planned from Tofino to Sea Is-

land, was diverted to fly the direct route from Tofino to Patricia Bay.

Patricia' Bay's A/s/R Anson was despatched to fly the direct route from Patricia

Bay to Tofino and return, and the A/S/R Hudson was despatched to coast crawl

from Patricia Bay to Tofino and back to Patricia Bay. JOC was advised and they

reported they would alert all their stations to call Liberator 11121. Three

Cansos from Tofino flew a parallel track search, and continued on after dark

in an attempt to sight possible signals or fires. The search aircraft reported

that the weather was poor along the coast near Tofino, and that searching was

most difficult because of smoke from forest fires. At 1406052 an announcement

was made over the commercial radio stations regarding the overdue aircraft.

Also an announcement was broadcast by the B.C.Telephone Co. to all ships,

and inbound and outbound surface vessels were asked to keep a lookout for dinghies

as well as a watch on 500 kcs. The Navy despatched a minesweeper to search

the coast line from Tofino to Esquimalt, and three M.L.'s to search along the

same coast line and. Barkley Sound.

An intensive air and sea search was instituted and kept up as diligently

as the weather permitted. Forest fire smoke was a great handicap during this

time. The search was concentrated on the southern part of Vancouver Island,

from Tofino and Nanaimo south to Cape Flattery and Whidbey Island.

At 02252 on 18th July, Canso 11073 of 4 BR Squadron sighted wreckage at

4848N 12458½W. Pictures were taken and flown to WAC Operations. A ground

search party was alerted #t Tofino, and the leader of the party flown over the

scene of the crash to check the best way in. As the wreckage had been spotted

not far from Bamfield, the Army was aked to alert the Army unit at Bamfiela

and have them send in a search party from there. Both the Army and the Tofino

search parties started in to the crash on the morning of 19th of July. The

Army party did not reach the wreckage, but the RCAF party arrived at the scene

of the crash on July 20th.

From identifications made it was definitely learned that the wreckage

was that of Liberator "X" 11121. It had apparently hit straight in to the
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mountain at about the 2800 foot level, and burned. There were definitely no

survivors.

The AOC decided that the burial would take place at the scene of the crash,

and that there would be two separate graves, one for airmen and one for air-

women. Arrangements were made for a burial party of 2 Padres and 7 men, and the

party departed Ucluelet on July 22nd, 1945. They reached the scene of the

crash and completed their task, on Wednesday, 25th of July. The burial party

returned to Tofino on the 26th of July.

(A) Presume Red

COPY OF THE CASUALTY SIGNAL - LIBERATOR "X" 11121

(B) No. 11 BR Sqdn., Patricia Bay, B.C.
(c) Routine Cross Country 13 July/45.
(D)

(E)

()
(G)

(H)
(J)

Liberator A/C B24L GR VI Registration No. 11121 Engines P&W R1830-65
Number 1 CP329356, Number 2 CP329563 Number 3 CP329317, Number 4 CP329333.

Presume А.
Davies William Edward T/F/O J28139 Pilot Missing.
Martello, Robert Joseph T/F/O Pilot Missing J26660
Popovich, Nicholas Maxwell T/F/0 J47933 Navigator Missing
Crosson, Victor Gilbert T/W01 R151140 WOAG Missing
Presse, Joseph Bertrand T/WO2 R90750 WOAG Missing

Lowe, Harry Alexander T/F/0 J47850 WOG Missing
Hope, Donald William T/FS R59081 F/E Missing
Johnson, Norman Marshall Cpl. R130808 Sta. GD (RCAF Stn. Tofino) Missing
Kitely, Raymond Vallentine LAC R255935 std GE (RCAF Stn. Tofino) Missing
Hrysko, William Cpl. R106466 AFM (4 Sqdn Tofino) Missing
Bennett, Pamela Gladys Sgt. W316180 Dental Assistant (RCAF Stn. Comox) Missing.
Johnston, Nora Cpl. W307410 Met. Observer (RCAF Stn. Comox) Missing
Mann, Margaret, LAW W302037 (Chef RCAF Stn. Comox) Missing
Tull, L.H. LAC R261574 AEM(RCAF Stn. Comox) Missing
All personnel from RCAF Station Tofino 4 Sqdn. Tofino and RCAF Station Comox

were flying as passengers.
NA

Mrs. Mollie Winifred Davies (Wife) 43 Oak Park Ave., Toronto, Ont.

Mrs. R.J.Martello (Wife) Shoal Harbour, B.C.

Mr. John Popovich (Father) P.O. Box 287, Ladysmith, B.C.

Mrs. D.M.Crosson (Wife) Grevenhurst, Ont.

Mrs. C. Sabourin (Great Aunt of WO2 Presse J.B.) 129 Ferguson Stn., North
Bay, Ont.

Mrs. Mary Acilla Lowe (Mother) Federal Ave., Eastdale P.O., Ont.

Mrs. D.W. Hope (Wife) 26 McNab Ave., Eastern Passage, N.S.
Advised (Other than No. 11 Sqdn personnel advised by parent units)
Routine cross country No. 1

(K)
(L)

(M) Not kn own

(N) Cause of accident obscure

(0) Not known.
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