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Statement of probable cause concerning an Aircraft Accident
which occurred to plane of Transcontinental and Western Air,
Incorporated, on May 6, 1935, near Atlanta, Macon County, Mo.

To the Lirector of Alr Comnerce:

a fatal aircraft accident having occurred an civil air navigation

in the United States, the Secretary of Commerce, pursuant to Sec. 2 (e)

of the Air Commerce Act of 1926, as amended, designated two officials

of tne Deparument of Commerce to investigate sand accident. They pro-

ceeded to the scene; inspected the site, and during the six days there-

after held public hearangs at Macon, Mo. and Kansas Gaty, no. At Macon

25 wilnesses were examined; at Kansas City 34 witnesses were exam  ned.

In the course of the proceedings in addition to mumerous exhibits

hereto attached, nane hundred and seven pages of testimony were obtained

and are herewith subritted.

The follomng is a sum ary of the facts, conditaons and cireum

stances relating to the accident, at the end of which appears a state

ment of the probable causes found by the board which analyzed said

acczcent.

On May 6, 1935, at about 3:30 a.m. at a point six miles west and two

miles north of the towm of Atlanta, acon County, No., an airplane of

United States regastry, a Douglas Model DC-3, omed and operated by Trans-

continental & Testern Ar, Inc., while being flom in scheduled nterstate

operation carrying passengers and mail, met with an accident resulting an

serious and fatal injuries to persons on ooard and the complete destruction



of the arcraft.

The fatally injured were: Senator Bronson . Cutting, Santa Fe, New

Mexico; Jean Anne Hillias, Kansas City, Mäisscuri; Mrs. Willıam Kaplan,

Rest Los Angeles, Califoria; Harvey F. Bolton, pilot, fansas City, Missouri,

and Kenneth H. Greeson, co-pilot, North Kansas City, issouri.

The seriously injured were: C. B. Dren, Santa Monica, Califormia;

Wlliam Kaplan, Test Los Angeles, Calforma; rs. D. L. Mesker, Kansas City,

Kissouri; Mrs. Nora Metzger, Los Angeles, California; Dorothea Letzger, Los

Angeles, California; Henry Sharpe, Los Angeles, Califorma; Rachard Kallace,

Hollywood, California, and Paul Minc, Beverly Hills, Califormia.

The areraft had been inspected by the Department of Commerce on Febru-

ary 8, 1935 and bore Department of Commerce license number NC-18785, dated

February 15, 1935. It was being operated by that corporation on scheduled

flight No. 6 from Los Angeles, California, to Newark, New Jersey, nth a

crew change at Kansas City, ssour. The schedule from Los Angeles to Kan-

sas City covers 1,473 miles and the flying time shceduled for this flight

was 8 hours and 15 minutes.

The pilot, Harvey Bolton, held a Department of Commerce transport

palot's license and a scheduled aar transport rating. The records of the

Department of Coumerce contain a report of the physical examination taxen

by the pilot on November 10, 1904, but no record was found of his having

taken the quarterly examdnation in February 1935. His physical condition

at the time of his examination on Novemoer 10, 1934, qualified him for the

renewal of his traisport pilot's license. He was assigned to the Eastern

region on the Kansas City-dolumbus-Newark run. The co-pilot, Kenneth Greeson,

held a Department of Commerce transport pilot's licence, but did not hold an

S.A.T. rating.










