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B-17 G 42-37850 was on a locsy UFR flight circling the field st approximate
800 feet altitude with gear down, At a point in the tyaffio pattarn 2 olles -ont]:
of Lhe field, and while turning downwind, the B=17 collided with & C-47 which had
Just teken off on locAl rifght, Ihe Bal7 was 3lightly higher and Lenind the Ludi7
as it approacted the 047 from the port quarter astern, The B=17 wie seen t: usks
& sudden mansuver vo avoid ccllision but too late te avold the C—47, The C-47 was
hit by the mumber 4 engine of the D17 Just. forward of the tail fairing on tha tap
o of the fuselage resultiig In cozplete 1oes of the tadl empennage of the Owi7, The
. C=47 then went into an yncontrollsd 2pin and crashed about 2} miles 8 of the £ield .o
resulting in death to the two ocqupants, The tALl wdt cans down in the same vie
.o ¢lully 1n a comparatively intact condition with vartdcal &rd hordzoatal conmtrol 4
surfeces still in place, The left wing of the C-47 wos severely cruupled Sy the impact,

“he 3=17 was seon ts malis & viclenl smaneuver to avoid collision but too late
to avcid hitting the C=47, The Bwl7 then ovidently stalled cut due to loas of
flyling speed resulting either from Lhe miéneuver to svoid collision or as a resuls
E ‘of tue inpaot, s» a eambinatic. of loth, The B~17 was seen to lower the left wing
and then plunge straight down without spinning. It crashed inte the ground &t an
estimated argle cf 80 degrees from horizontal, The collision occurred at an estiw
nated height of 800 feet abawe L)s gZiuuwal,

| The rilot of the 5-17 evidently failed o observe ths Lukpeofl Of the Gei7 OF
failed to keep 4t in sight while circling the field, The wes'ther was good at the
time except for moderate turbulence at low levels but with good visibility, BRoth
planes were in the clear at all times, It seens probable that the Ce47 was beneath
the D~17 in such & position that it was in & blind Spot, Local field regulations
roquire that a left he=pd gireudt Gf the finld b mads, An scoident sf gummm
will serve to remind pilots of the constant necessity of observing tref
off as ::;.1 as tn!ﬁgiamw in the air. Pilots are bairng wamed aglin to employ

? estra crew members as lookeouts especially when in the vicinity of the airpert,
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