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National Transportation Safety Board
Aviation Accident Final Report

Location: SELMA, CA Accident Number: LAX01FA032

Date & Time: 11/06/2000, 0400 PST Registration: N12273

Aircraft: Cessna 340A Aircraft Damage: Destroyed

Defining Event: Injuries: 1 Fatal, 1 Serious

Flight Conducted Under: Part 135: Air Taxi & Commuter - Non-scheduled

Analysis 

The airline transport rated pilot was returning an organ transplant nurse passenger to an 
uncontrolled, no facilities airport, with ground fog present about 0400 in the morning.  The 
pilot had obtained two abbreviated preflight weather briefings while waiting for his passenger, 
and prior to departing at 0235.  According to witnesses he attempted to land twice on runway 
28, then he made an approach and attempted a landing on runway 10.  Witnesses reported that 
the airport was engulfed in ground fog at the time of the approaches.  They said that you could 
see straight up but not horizontally.  The airplane collided with grape vineyard poles and 
canal/wash berms, about 250 feet short of the runway 10 displaced threshold.  Approach charts 
for two airports with instrument approaches within 20 miles were found lying on the 
instrument panel glare shield.  The passenger's car was parked at the uncontrolled airport.

Probable Cause and Findings

The National Transportation Safety Board determines the probable cause(s) of this accident to be:
The pilot's improper decision to attempt a visual approach and landing in instrument 
meteorological conditions and his failure to follow instrument flight rules procedures.
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Findings

Occurrence #1: UNDERSHOOT
Phase of Operation: APPROACH - VFR PATTERN - FINAL APPROACH

Findings
1. WEATHER CONDITION - FOG
2. LIGHT CONDITION - DARK NIGHT
3. (C) IN-FLIGHT PLANNING/DECISION - IMPROPER - PILOT IN COMMAND
4. (C) VFR FLIGHT INTO IMC - ATTEMPTED - PILOT IN COMMAND
5. (C) DESCENT - IMPROPER - PILOT IN COMMAND
6. (C) IFR PROCEDURE - NOT FOLLOWED - PILOT IN COMMAND
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Factual Information

HISTORY OF FLIGHT

On November 6, 2000, about 0400 hours Pacific standard time, a Cessna 340A, N12273, 
operated by Air San Luis of San Luis Obispo, California, was destroyed during collision with 
terrain while on approach to land at Selma, California.  The airline transport rated pilot was 
fatally injured, and the passenger received serious injuries.  The flight was operating as an on-
demand air taxi under 14 CFR Part 135, and a company flight plan was filed.  The flight 
originated at Paso Robles, California, about 0320.

The pilot obtained two abbreviated weather briefings from the Federal Aviation Administration 
(FAA) Hawthorne, California, Flight Service Station on the morning of the accident.  The 
airplane departed the company base at San Luis Obispo, about 0235, for the passenger pickup 
at Paso Robles.  According to charter load manifest paperwork recovered at the accident site, 
the airplane landed at Paso Robles at 0250.  The pilot was to return an organ transplant 
nurse/passenger to Selma, where her car was parked. 

En route to Selma, the pilot was receiving visual flight following from Oakland, California, Air 
Route Traffic Center.  In the vicinity of Selma the pilot reported twice, when asked, "do you 
have the airport in sight" that he might not be able to see the airport until he was over the top 
of it.  Subsequently the airport was reported to be in sight and the VFR service was cancelled.

According to local area witnesses, the airplane made two attempts to land on runway 28, and 
the final approach to runway 10.  Witnesses, including the airport manager, reported that 
ground fog was obscuring the airport, with the manager's estimate of approximately 500 feet of 
horizontal visibility.  The manager stated that you could look up and see stars. 

The airplane collided with a grape vineyard pole, and then the west embankment of a canal 
running northeast across the approach end of runway 10.  All three landing gear were severed 
from the airplane.  It then collided with the east embankment, about 250 feet short of the 
runway 10 threshold.  There are no lights prior to the threshold green/red lights.

PILOT INFORMATION

According to information obtained from the operator, the pilot had accumulated over 19,000 
flight hours, with 2,600 night hours and 1,500 hours of actual instrument flight time.  His most 
recent second-class flight physical occurred on January 6, 2000, with a requirement for 
corrective lenses to be worn for flight.  The pilot successfully performed an Airman 
Competency/Proficiency Check on August 9, 2000.  The positioning flight from San Luis 
Obispo to Paso Robles originated about 0235, after obtaining two abbreviated weather 
briefing/forecasts at 0040 and 0158.

AIRPLANE INFORMATION

The airplane was maintained on a continuous airworthiness program, with the last inspection 
occurring on October 16, 2000, about 22.3 hours prior to the accident.  The most recent 
altimeter, transponder, and static system functional testing occurred on October 13, 1999, at 
4,592.3 hours. 

According to the airplane checkout form for November 6, 2000, the pilot took possession of the 
airplane for the positioning flight at Hobbs recording meter time of 4,936.3 hours.  The Hobbs 



Page 4 of 8 LAX01FA032

meter reading at the accident site was 4,937.2 hours, about 54 minutes for the approximate 98-
mile trips.

METEOROLOGICAL INFORMATION

The nearest weather reporting facility at 15 miles was Fresno, California.  At 0356, the Fresno 
hourly surface observation was reporting: wind 050 degrees at 3 knots; visibility 2.5 statute 
miles with mist, clear; temperature 48 degrees Fahrenheit, dew point 46 degrees; and altimeter 
29.87 inHg.

Another weather reporting facility is located at Hanford, California, about 16.5 miles from the 
accident site.  At 0403, Hanford was reporting: wind calm; visibility 1 3/4 mist; scattered 
clouds at 8,000 feet above ground level; temperature 46 degrees Fahrenheit, dew point 46 
degrees Fahrenheit; and altimeter 29.87 inHg.   

WRECKAGE AND IMPACT INFORMATION

A Safety Board investigator examined the wreckage on scene and during a post accident 
examination at Compton, California.  The main wreckage was found straddling the northeast 
embankment of a drainage canal.  The forward half of the fuselage, wings, and engines were on 
top of the embankment.  All three landing gear imprints were found on the first or southwest 
embankment.  The assemblies were broken from the airframe structure and separated from it.  
The nose landing gear was located on the southwest or first embankment that exhibited 
physical contact. 

The aft section of the fuselage and entire empennage were detached and hanging down the 
embankment into the dry canal connected by the control cables.  Both main fuel wing tip tanks 
were separated from the wings.  The right tip tank was located ahead of the wreckage about 30 
feet.  The left tank was on the ground near the wing tip; both exhibited fuel spillage around the 
tanks. 

The right propeller assembly was detached from the engine crankshaft and located about 30 
feet ahead of the right engine.  The wings were covered with embankment sand.  The engine 
cowlings were disrupted and open.  The wing flaps were extended, and measured 45 degrees. 

The fuselage nose/baggage section was broken and rotated from the main forward fuselage 
bulkhead revealing an open and empty baggage section. 

The cabin area and cockpit were examined.  On the instrument panel glare shield area were 
found Jeppesen instrument approach charts for Visalia, Fresno, and San Luis Obispo, 
sandwiched between the windshield and glare shield. 

Instrument panel instrumentation appeared to be undamaged with some indications noted.  
The left altimeter indicated 544 feet, with the Kollsman window set at 29.95 inHg.  The right 
altimeter was indicating 350 feet and 29.98 inHg.  The left attitude indicator was 2 degrees 
right and 15 degrees up; the right was 20 degrees right and 15 degrees down.  The magnetic 
compass indicated 110 degrees; the HSI "Bug" was 132 degrees.  The directional gyro was 
indicating 118 degrees.  The transponder was set at code 1200.  The autopilot was off and the 
altitude alert was set at 3,300 feet.  The alternator switches were on, as were the master, 
magnetos, and aux fuel pumps on low.  The beacon, strobe, navigation light, and taxi light 
switches were on.  No circuit breakers were found popped.  The main fuel tanks were selected.  
The wing flap selector handle was full down.  The instrument panel lighting rheostat was 
dimmed an estimated 50 percent.  
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The pilot's seat box structure was found collapsed at the forward and side locations, allowing 
the seat to tilt forward.  The passenger seat was found collapsed at the forward end with seat 
stop pin disengagement.  

Both landing lights were in the retracted position with no element stretch.  The nose landing 
gear taxi light was destroyed.  The right navigation light lamp was recovered revealing element 
stretch.

The engines and accessories were examined for catastrophic failures and operational 
signatures.  The propellers were examined and found to be in the normal governing range and 
not feathered.

MEDICAL AND PATHOLOGICAL INFORMATION

On November 7, 2000, the Fresno County Medical Examiner performed a post mortem 
examination and toxicology analysis of the pilot.  The analyses were negative for alcohol and 
other drugs.  Toxicology samples were obtained and forwarded to the Federal Aviation 
Administration (FAA) Civil Aeromedical Institute in Oklahoma City, Oklahoma for 
toxicological examination.  The toxicology report was negative for carbon monoxide, cyanide, 
ethanol, and drugs.

AIRPORT INFORMATION

According to information obtained from the FAA Airport Master Record form 5010,

The Selma Aerodrome, Inc. (0Q4) is a private airport consisting of runways 10 and 28; both 
have displaced thresholds equaling 301 feet and a runway length of 2,490 feet, and a combined 
total of 2,791 feet of asphalt surface.  The record lists the elevation as 305 feet above sea level.  
The runways were lighted with nonstandard low intensity runway edge lighting lit from dusk to 
dawn.  The runway end identifier lights green/red were in four positions at the runway 
thresholds.  The combination green/red lights were mounted atop reflective traffic cones and 
indexed to wood platforms.  At the time of the accident, the runway had recently been repaved 
with asphalt and remarked with runway numbers, displaced thresholds, and runway 
centerline.  The last airport site inspection performed by FAA personnel occurred on February 
27, 1998. 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

The wreckage was released to the insurance company representative on October 18, 2001.
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Pilot Information

Certificate: Airline Transport Age: 78, Male

Airplane Rating(s): Multi-engine Land; Single-engine 
Land

Seat Occupied: Left

Other Aircraft Rating(s): None Restraint Used: Seatbelt, Shoulder 
harness

Instrument Rating(s): Airplane Second Pilot Present: No

Instructor Rating(s): None Toxicology Performed: Yes

Medical Certification: Class 2 Valid Medical--w/ 
waivers/lim.

Last FAA Medical Exam: 01/06/2000

Occupational Pilot: Last Flight Review or Equivalent:

Flight Time: 19000 hours (Total, all aircraft), 2000 hours (Total, this make and model), 18900 hours (Pilot In 
Command, all aircraft), 134 hours (Last 90 days, all aircraft), 45 hours (Last 30 days, all 
aircraft), 1 hours (Last 24 hours, all aircraft)

Aircraft and Owner/Operator Information

Aircraft Make: Cessna Registration: N12273

Model/Series: 340A 340A Aircraft Category: Airplane

Year of Manufacture: Amateur Built: No

Airworthiness Certificate: Normal Serial Number: 340A1536

Landing Gear Type: Retractable - Tricycle Seats: 7

Date/Type of Last Inspection: 10/16/2000, Continuous 
Airworthiness

Certified Max Gross Wt.: 5990 lbs

Time Since Last Inspection: 22 Hours Engines: 2 Reciprocating

Airframe Total Time: 4915 Hours Engine Manufacturer: Continental

ELT: Installed, activated, did not 
aid in locating accident

Engine Model/Series: TSIO-520-NB

Registered Owner: TALLEY FARMS INC. Rated Power: 310 hp

Operator: YECNY ENTERPRISES, INC. Operating Certificate(s) 
Held:

On-demand Air Taxi (135)

Operator Does Business As: AIR SAN LUIS Operator Designator Code: CBBA



Page 7 of 8 LAX01FA032

Meteorological Information and Flight Plan

Conditions at Accident Site: Instrument Conditions Condition of Light: Night/Dark

Observation Facility, Elevation: FAT, 333 ft msl Distance from Accident Site: 15 Nautical Miles

Observation Time: 0356 PST Direction from Accident Site: 330°

Lowest Cloud Condition: Clear / 0 ft agl Visibility 2.5 Miles

Lowest Ceiling: None / 0 ft agl Visibility (RVR): 0 ft

Wind Speed/Gusts: 3 knots / Turbulence Type 
Forecast/Actual:

 / 

Wind Direction: 50° Turbulence Severity 
Forecast/Actual:

 / 

Altimeter Setting: 29 inches Hg Temperature/Dew Point: 48°C / 46°C

Precipitation and Obscuration:

Departure Point: PASO ROBLES, CA (PRB) Type of Flight Plan Filed: Company VFR

Destination: , CA (0Q4) Type of Clearance: VFR on top

Departure Time: 0330 PST Type of Airspace: Class G

Airport Information

Airport: SELMA (0Q4) Runway Surface Type: Asphalt

Airport Elevation: 305 ft Runway Surface Condition: Dry

Runway Used: 10 IFR Approach:

Runway Length/Width: 2490 ft / 50 ft VFR Approach/Landing: Full Stop

Wreckage and Impact Information

Crew Injuries: 1 Fatal Aircraft Damage: Destroyed

Passenger Injuries: 1 Serious Aircraft Fire: None

Ground Injuries: N/A Aircraft Explosion: None

Total Injuries: 1 Fatal, 1 Serious Latitude, Longitude:  

Administrative Information

Investigator In Charge (IIC): GEORGE     E PETTERSON Report Date: 11/28/2001

Additional Participating Persons: GREGG   SCHMIDT; FRESNO, CA

TODD   SIGLER; WICHITA, KS

MIKE   GRIMES; MOBILE, AL

Publish Date:

Investigation Docket: NTSB accident and incident dockets serve as permanent archival information for the NTSB’s 
investigations. Dockets released prior to June 1, 2009 are publicly available from the NTSB’s 
Record Management Division at pubinq@ntsb.gov, or at 800-877-6799. Dockets released after 
this date are available at http://dms.ntsb.gov/pubdms/. 

mailto:pubinq@ntsb.gov
http://dms.ntsb.gov/pubdms/
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The National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB), established in 1967, is an independent federal agency mandated 
by Congress through the Independent Safety Board Act of 1974 to investigate transportation accidents, determine 
the probable causes of the accidents, issue safety recommendations, study transportation safety issues, and evaluate 
the safety effectiveness of government agencies involved in transportation. The NTSB makes public its actions and 
decisions through accident reports, safety studies, special investigation reports, safety recommendations, and 
statistical reviews. 

The Independent Safety Board Act, as codified at 49 U.S.C. Section 1154(b), precludes the admission into evidence 
or use of any part of an NTSB report related to an incident or accident in a civil action for damages resulting from a 
matter mentioned in the report. A factual report that may be admissible under 49 U.S.C. § 1154(b) is available here.
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