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Readers are advised that the Australian Transport Safety Bureau investigates for the sole purpose 
of enhancing transport safety. Consequently, Bureau reports are confined to matters of safety 
significance and may be misleading if used for any other purposes. 

 
Investigations commenced on or before 30 June 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of 
those investigations, are authorised by the CEO of the Bureau in accordance with Part 2A of the Air 
Navigation Act 1920. 
 
Investigations commenced after 1 July 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of those 
investigations, are authorised by the CEO of the Bureau in accordance with the Transport Safety 
Investigation Act 2003 (TSI Act). Reports released under the TSI Act are not admissible as evidence in any 
civil or criminal proceedings. 
 
NOTE: All air safety occurrences reported to the ATSB are categorised and recorded. For a detailed 
explanation on Category definitions please refer to the ATSB website at www.atsb.gov.au. 

http://www.atsb.gov.au/�
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Occurrence Number: 198900022 Occurrence Type: Accident 
Location: Mt Barren Jack (30km SW of Yass) NSW 
Date: 18 November 1989 Time: 1241 
Highest Injury Level: Fatal  
Injuries:   

 Fatal Serious Minor None 
Crew 2 0 0 0 
Ground 0 0 0 - 
Passenger 0 0 0 0 
Total 2 0 0 0 

 
Aircraft Details: Aero Commander 500U   
Registration: VH-BMR   
Serial Number: 1754   
Operation Type: Aerial work   
Damage Level: Destroyed   
Departure Point: Canberra ACT   
Departure Time: 1215   
Destination: Dalby Qld   
 
Approved for Release: 16th August 1990 

Circumstances: 

When the survey aircraft failed to arrive at the destination, and on expiry of the SAR time, a search was 
commenced. Wreckage of the aircraft was subsequently found on the eastern slope of Mt Barren Jack, to the north 
west of the mouth of Carrolls Creek, and on the planned track for the survey operation. Observers at the Burrinjuck 
reservoir near the mouth of Carrolls Creek described the weather in the accident area at the time as black clouds 
spilling over and obscuring the mountain tops. The aircraft collided with trees on the side of the mountain, while 
banked steeply to the right and in a tail low attitude. The pilot was thrown from the aircraft during the impact 
sequence. Medical opinion held that there was no evidence of body trauma consistent with the seat belt being 
fastened at the time of impact. Because of the destruction of the aircraft by the ensuing fire the status of the seat belt 
assemblies were unable to be determined. The investigation revealed that both engines were operating at high power 
at the time of impact. No malfunction or defect could be found with the aircraft which could have contributed to the 
accident. The survey task required the pilot to adhere strictly to a particular track and the target height for the flight 
was 500 feet above ground level while maintaining visual contact with the ground at all times. The pilot was 
suitably qualified to act as pilot in command of survey operations down to a height of 200 feet above ground level. 
The investigation concluded that the aircraft was being operated at a height substantially lower that 500 feet above 
ground level prior to the accident. Impact marks, wreckage and mechanical evidence suggest that the aircraft 
impacted terrain at a time when the pilot was attempting to carry out an evasive manoeuvre to remain clear of 
terrain. The reason why the aircraft was being operated at such a height and why the pilot delayed turning away 
from the steeply rising terrain could not be determined. 

Significant Factors: 

1. The pilot continued the flight into adverse weather conditions.  
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2. The pilot flew the aircraft towards steeply rising terrain at a height substantially lower that 500 feet above ground 
level. 


