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Readers are advised that the Australian Transport Safety Bureau investigates for the sole purpose 
of enhancing transport safety. Consequently, Bureau reports are confined to matters of safety 
significance and may be misleading if used for any other purposes. 

 
Investigations commenced on or before 30 June 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of 
those investigations, are authorised by the CEO of the Bureau in accordance with Part 2A of the Air 
Navigation Act 1920. 
 
Investigations commenced after 1 July 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of those 
investigations, are authorised by the CEO of the Bureau in accordance with the Transport Safety 
Investigation Act 2003 (TSI Act). Reports released under the TSI Act are not admissible as evidence in any 
civil or criminal proceedings. 
 
NOTE: All air safety occurrences reported to the ATSB are categorised and recorded. For a detailed 
explanation on Category definitions please refer to the ATSB website at www.atsb.gov.au. 

http://www.atsb.gov.au/�
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Occurrence Number: 198702448 Occurrence Type: Accident 
Location: "Amaroo" (Approx. 10 km SE Cassilis) NSW 
Date: 22 December 1987 Time: 1620 
Highest Injury Level: Fatal  
Injuries:   

 Fatal Serious Minor None 
Crew 1 0 0 0 
Ground 0 0 0 - 
Passenger 1 0 0 0 
Total 2 0 0 0 

 
Aircraft Details: Piper PA 60-600   
Registration: VH-IGV   
Serial Number: 60-0054-123   
Operation Type: Charter (Cargo)   
Damage Level: Destroyed   
Departure Point: Bankstown NSW   
Departure Time: 1520   
Destination: Coolah NSW   
 
Approved for Release: August 18th 1988 

Circumstances: 

The pilot was conducting a freight charter flight, and witness evidence confirmed that on DEPARTURE he was 
occupying the left-hand seat. The pilot was accompanied by a friend who was also a commercial pilot, but not 
endorsed on this type of aircraft. Approximately 18 minutes prior to the estimated time of arrival at the destination, 
the pilot reported leaving the cruising altitude of 6500 feet on descent. Several minutes after the descent report had 
been made, a witness about 50 kilometres from the destination reported seeing the aircraft pull-up into a very steep 
climb from an extremely low height with its wings level, and then become inverted. It then entered what was 
described by the witness as a spin or spiral dive, before impacting the ground in a near vertical descent. The pilot 
was found in the right-hand seat, and the passenger had been thrown clear of the wreckage. It was established that 
neither seat belt had been fastened at the time of the impact. Although it could not be determined which pilot was 
flying the aircraft at the time of the pull-up, medical evidence suggested that the pilot occupying the right-hand seat 
position was handling the controls at the time of ground impact. The weather at the time of the accident was fine 
and clear, with 10-15 knot winds. A thorough examination of the aircraft wreckage did not reveal any malfunction 
or mechanical failure which may have caused a sudden and severe loss of control. Investigation showed that at the 
moment of impact the aircraft was in a near vertical descent, without any rotation about the vertical axis, and the 
wings were in a stalled condition. No reason was found which could have explained either the low flying, or the 
steep pull-up. During the investigation it was established that with this aircraft type, a considerable degree of 
sustained elevator force would need to be applied by a pilot in order to achieve the type of flight path reported by 
the witness. It is considered that such a control input would need to be deliberately executed. 

Significant Factors: 

It was considered that the following factors were relevant to the development of the accident  
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1. The pilot, or passenger, performed what was apparently a deliberate steep pull-up from low-level. The reason for 
the pull-up was not established.  

2. Loss of control occurred as a consequence of the aircraft becoming stalled.  

3. There was insufficient height for the pilot to effect recovery following the loss of control. 


