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Readers are advised that the Australian Transport Safety Bureau investigates for the sole purpose 
of enhancing transport safety. Consequently, Bureau reports are confined to matters of safety 
significance and may be misleading if used for any other purposes. 

 
Investigations commenced on or before 30 June 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of 
those investigations, are authorised by the CEO of the Bureau in accordance with Part 2A of the Air 
Navigation Act 1920. 
 
Investigations commenced after 1 July 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of those 
investigations, are authorised by the CEO of the Bureau in accordance with the Transport Safety 
Investigation Act 2003 (TSI Act). Reports released under the TSI Act are not admissible as evidence in any 
civil or criminal proceedings. 
 
NOTE: All air safety occurrences reported to the ATSB are categorised and recorded. For a detailed 
explanation on Category definitions please refer to the ATSB website at www.atsb.gov.au. 

http://www.atsb.gov.au/�
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Occurrence Number: 198602320 Occurrence Type: Accident 
Location: Lismore NSW 
Date: 11 March 1986 Time: 1659 
Highest Injury Level: Fatal  
Injuries:   

 Fatal Serious Minor None 
Crew 1 0 0 0 
Ground 0 0 0 - 
Passenger 0 0 0 0 
Total 1 0 0 0 

 
Aircraft Details: Piper PA60-601 Aerostar   
Registration: VH-CUO   
Serial Number:    
Operation Type: Charter (Cargo)   
Damage Level: Destroyed   
Departure Point: Coolangatta QLD   
Departure Time: 1659   
Destination: Lismore NSW   
 
Approved for Release: July 22nd 1986 

Circumstances: 

When the aircraft arrived in the destination area, another aircraft was also in the circuit. The pilots were in 
communication with each other, and arranged that VH-CUO would land after the other aircraft. However, the pilot 
of VH-CUO apparently misjudged the relative speeds of the two aircraft. He initiated a go-around from a position 
on final approach to runway 15, when there was evidently insufficient separation with the preceding aircraft to 
allow a normal landing. The aircraft remained at a low height above the ground, and the pilot broadcast a message 
that he intended to land in the opposite direction, on runway 33. The wind at the time was from the south-east at 
about 10 knots. Witnesses observed the aircraft as it tracked along the western side of the runway. The turn onto 
base leg was made at an angle of bank of about 60 degrees, and about three-quarters of the way around the turn, the 
nose of the aircraft dropped rapidly. The aircraft then dived steeply to the ground, and was destroyed by the impact 
and subsequent fire. The subsequent investigation did not reveal any defect or malfunction which might have 
affected the operation of the aircraft. The pilot was conducting an operation known as a "bank run", and there is 
pressure on pilots performing such runs to adhere to the prescribed schedules. The pilot's decision to perform a low 
level circuit and land downwind was considered to be related to his desire to arrive at the terminal as close as 
possible to the scheduled time. While conducting the circuit, the aircraft stalled during a turn at a height which was 
too low to allow the pilot to recover control before impact with the ground. 


