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Readers are advised that the Australian Transport Safety Bureau investigates for the sole purpose 
of enhancing transport safety. Consequently, Bureau reports are confined to matters of safety 
significance and may be misleading if used for any other purposes. 

 
Investigations commenced on or before 30 June 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of 
those investigations, are authorised by the CEO of the Bureau in accordance with Part 2A of the Air 
Navigation Act 1920. 
 
Investigations commenced after 1 July 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of those 
investigations, are authorised by the CEO of the Bureau in accordance with the Transport Safety 
Investigation Act 2003 (TSI Act). Reports released under the TSI Act are not admissible as evidence in any 
civil or criminal proceedings. 
 
NOTE: All air safety occurrences reported to the ATSB are categorised and recorded. For a detailed 
explanation on Category definitions please refer to the ATSB website at www.atsb.gov.au. 

http://www.atsb.gov.au/�
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Occurrence Number: 198602662 Occurrence Type: Accident 
Location: Mt Williams, 10km WSW of Cairns QLD 
Date: 2 September 1986 Time: 1408 
Highest Injury Level: Fatal  
Injuries:   

 Fatal Serious Minor None 
Crew 1 0 0 0 
Ground 0 0 0 - 
Passenger 7 0 0 0 
Total 8 0 0 0 

 
Aircraft Details: Piper PA31 Navajo   
Registration: VH-CJB   
Serial Number:    
Operation Type: Private (Travel)   
Damage Level: Destroyed   
Departure Point: Cairns QLD   
Departure Time: 1408   
Destination: Mt Isa QLD   
 
Approved for Release: April 9th 1987 

Circumstances: 

The pilot hired the aircraft privately from his employer to conduct a holiday flight during his leave. The journey 
commenced at Moorabbin on 25 August and the aircraft arrived at Cairns about midday 30 August, after stopovers 
at Coolangatta and Proserpine. The pilot and his passengers then spent the next three days at leisure in the Cairns 
area. On the day of the accident, the pilot attended the Cairns Briefing Office where he collected the relevant 
weather forecasts and submitted a flight plan. The flight plan indicated that the flight would be conducted in 
accordance with Instrument Flight Rules. It contained a deficiency in that no details were given for the first route 
segment from Cairns to Biboohra. It is apparent that the pilot had not noticed that the tracks to the west of Cairns, 
on the relevant enroute chart, emanate from Biboohra and not Cairns. There was no track line which joined Cairns 
and Biboohra. Such a line might have alerted the pilot at the time he planned the flight. The error in the flight plan 
was not detected when the plan was submitted. When the pilot was issued with an airways clearance prior to 
DEPARTURE it was apparent that he did not understand the terms of the clearance, which gave the initial tracking 
point as Biboohra. The location of this point was explained to the pilot and he subsequently accepted the clearance. 
He elected to depart using visual procedures, after being offered a choice of these or the published Standard 
Instrument DEPARTURE profile. A visual DEPARTURE from the particular runway in use allows an aircraft 
proceeding towards Biboorha to intercept the required track sooner than is possible with an instrument 
DEPARTURE. The aircraft was issued with takeoff instructions which included clearance for the pilot to make a 
right turn after takeoff. Witnesses observed that the aircraft complied with this clearance and headed in a south-
westerly direction before turning to the north-west and subsequently entering cloud. The cloud base was estimated 
to be between 2000 and 2500 feet above mean sea level. No further communications were received from the aircraft 
and a search was commenced that afternoon. The search effort was hampered by the weather and the wreckage was 
not located until the following afternoon. Inspection of the wreckage indicated that the aircraft struck the the top of 
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a ridge line, 250 metres south-west of the highest point of the Mt Williams area. At the time, the aircraft was on a 
west-north-westerly heading, flying wings level and climbing at a angle of about five degrees. No fault was found 
with the aircraft that could have contributed to the occurrence. At the time the aircraft entered cloud, the pilot 
should have reverted to Instrument Flight Rules procedures. To comply with these procedures a pilot is required, 
inter alia, to ensure that adequate terrain clearance is achieved during climb to the lowest safe altitude. The relevant 
altitude for the route segment Cairns to Biboohra is 4500 feet above mean sea level (amsl). As the aircraft was 
apparently under control at the time of impact with the ground at about 3250 feet amsl, it was likely that the pilot 
had overlooked the lowest safe altitude requirements. 


