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¢ . DESCRIPTION OF ACCIDENT

(Brief narrative of agcidest. Include statemest of responsibility and recommendations for action to prevent repetition)

EaR'ATIVE OF CCIVENT: purilg we morsing of § May 1945, sue S0&na -’
Troup Carrier [quadion or the 441lsi’ “roop currier Group wan- sohedul®c
0 take a Jyifteemn (15) anip formation out of air strip A=vé to fermy
¢asoline to (=86, nlp Noe ¢3-48800 was number 15 off. The rirst
Gielve (li; =il s aocomplisicd tie tusc-off successfullye The 15tu
sudpy staried vane-off, alned flyin: speed at a point approxiues sely
&B00 rest ‘rom she emnd ol tue rupwuy and becume sirborne off tue top
Ol & rise in the runwey. ~llot states Lis sirspesd indicator re-
glstered between 67 ana $0 lereils &t tul: polnte alrcraft was “:{l.o
noar tie leil oige of runway bocause elthc. the left geur or prop r

; Knocked the top off & runmwuy narker four (4) feet rrom t e edgs of the

: airlp slortly artver tuke-ofi, Cear was retracted wic ¢t tLe same

; tine propwash wus encountered foreing tic left win cowne ing was

‘ BOv Drouskt up anc struok tihe (round causin silp to turn and crashe

: Alrera: i turned spproximatcely 135° before cominuz to rest ard caught

r fire lumediutlelye Yire could not be extinguisihed Ly fire fhinving

crew und alroralt was coupletaly destroyed. i

STATEL U™ 0F HEGPONGISILIT™Y: It 1s the opinion of the inveati ating
ooum 1ttee thut pilot er or ws the major cause of the mcnident. The
Plaie did mot rollow a true course down the runvwey @nd uid aot have
8oL 1lyln, speed to re.ain alrborne in propwash, The gear was

in e process of bein: retracted, Ijowever, tus runway has & defimite
husp at approximately the point that loaded (=47 type airoraft normale
dy beecme airborne, the runvay definltely slopes to the left and the
pilot hud a ali nt crossvind irom the righte It is feit that these
factors did oontribute to the accident in w alnor degree but all
otho:'d planes of this squadron took off under the same conditions withe
out wisnap,

RECOMM'NL. TION.: negommend thut whenever possible airoraft of this

Wpe and size ve pro.lbited Irum operatin. losded out of fields with o
uneven runwayse If this is impessible recomsenc tihut ligiter lowds . i
be carried, 3%
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STATEMENT OF PILOT OF AIRCRAFT 43-48880;

I Abrebmm R. Silver, 0-775161, 2nd Lt., pilot of 43-48880, during the mecident
occuring °m ¢ My 1945, at 0804, have the following statement to Make: I used 47 in.
for take of{ but hed difficulty mmints ining directiomsl contrel of ship pulling up
the rise in rumway. The ship lifted off the runway et the crest of the rise,
indiceted airspeed 87-9C MPH. The left wheel wee on the left edge of the runwmy
when the ship left the ground. Beliving thet I had sufficient sirspeed to remin
airborme I immediately hed the gear reised. After becoming sirborme I encountered
propwash that forced the left wing down. The rudder and aileron controls did
not respond. I nosed the ship down for recovery but ws too low for full recevery
and the left wing tip dregged the groumd ,ulling the ehip dowm,

Ubndha. K Adse.

m Lt.’ ‘” “m'
Pllot.




STATEMINY OF TOWER OFERATOR OF DUTY DURING THE ACCIPENT INVOLVING AIRCRAFT
43-48880 AT A-98 § May 1945:

0745 - Physic B Baker ssked for taxi inetructione, given for runwey 02,
0751 Phisic B Baker cleared to toke runwey for take off.

0758 Physie V 43-48880 third plane from last to teoke off, got on the dirt of the

left hand side of runway, knocked down one marker sad when even with tower tried

to take off crnusing the plame to stall out hitting on its left wing and ersshing,

The right engine caught fire immediately and soon spre d. Fire fighters and smbulance
wore &t the scene immediately but the fire was too much and they were ndvised by
Mejor Meson to lesve. Of the 5 aboard all got out with only slight injries,

0759 - The ship in take off position was told to hold his place, but e jor Ullmenn
called up over the RT and asked for them to be cleared, with rwhose request the
tower cleered the two remmining ships.

0605 Liquor C Cherlie cellet in to take runway was told by tower to hold position.
Cept. Dean gave instructions that they cut their engimes and gt away from the
plenes until he gave them the word to go beck.

0830~ Cslled Capt. Pufiml at A-90 and told him of the oresh, and he was to notify
group operations.

0905 - Base Operetions cnlled and told us to hold wp 301st formmtion until 0930, as the

field wes closed until then, e

. ARMOU: L. GENTRY 14121923

Tower OPOPI‘OP.



STATEMENT OF WITNESS TO ACCIDENT INVOLV I ATRCRAFT 43-488B0s

At 0804 hours, 9 Mey 1245 I was aitting in = Joop by the oontrol tower at’
A-98., A formmtion of fifteen ships was taking off to the N E (30 )» There was
& slight cross-wing from the east.

The runwey (PSP construction-5000ft. long) i® uneven with a stesdy rise for
2500 ft. then it drops quickly for approximately 1000 ft. and rises to the end.
Over the creet of the rise snd for about 1000 ft. beyond,the runway slants to the
left.

Number thirteen aireraft of the formmtion ( losded wit' 700 gnle. of gass-
6160 Lbe, beceme eirborne st the erest of the rise. It wne on the left side
of the strip #nd immedistely =fter leaving the ground knocked the top off a runway
mrker ( 3 1t. high - 4 ft. from the edge of the P5P).

The pilot held the ship in the air and appeswed to have flying speed. Aes the
gerr was being retrncted the aircraft emcountered propwash which threw the left
wing down end epperently reduced the sirspeed. It banked to the left in en
uncontrolable fashion, le:ving the runway sabout 3000 ft down, It last allitude
. ungil the left wingtip dragged the ground, turning the ship and esusing it to erash
land fecing 135 from the runwey heading and about 50 yds from the runway. The
Buip immediately started to burm But all five crew members were able to get out
with only minor injuries. The ship continmued to burn despite efforts of the fire
fighter crew and wat » total loss,

~"RICHARD G, MASON
M jor, Air Corps
Witness.



STATEMENT OF WITNES: OF AIRCRAPT ACCIDENT 43-48880:

Eyewitnese account of undersigned Flight Surgeon: B5light elewation in
airstrip caused plane to be premmturley airborne before sufficisnt sirspeed
was attained. Plane wavered, wert into stall snd left wing hung at 60 degrées,
struck the ground and swung the plane about 180 degrees and ereshed. Engines
burned immedietely., Four crew members esceped frow forward esce e hatck and one (RO)
made his exit through the compartment escope door. Flight nurse was Sented behind
the co-pilot, engineer wus standing behind pilot snd the redio operatép was in his
compaertment. Pilot «nd co-pilot's safety belts were fastened. Cargo was 700
gallons of 80 octune grsoline which ingited Just after pl ne crashed,

(W - M
ROBERT A. SCHNEID"R,

“pto. -o 0..

Squadron Surgeon.
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441 5.3 HEADQUARTERS aec/ABW
44157 TROOF CARRIER GROUF . '

Am lu. u. 8. Arv
13 May 1945,

SUBJECT: Tranemittal Of Aircraft Accident Repart.
0 i Commanding General AAF, Winstron-Salem, 1 North Carelina.
Attn: Chief of Flying Safety.

1l Transmitted herewith is Accident Repert on C-47B aire
craft 43-48880, with attached statements from pilot, contrel
tower eperator, witnesses, and diagram of accident,

For the Group Commander:

Tne1. /'{{Vn'%fé%m;’:’; A |

L
Incl 1 - Original Copy Farm # 14, Capt., Alr Carps,
Adjutant,

R —
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