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Flight Instructor; Commercial; Multi-engine Land; Single-engine Land; Single-engine Sea; Glider
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Wet
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9998 / 150
10
Yampa Valley AirportAirport Name:
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Runway Length/Width (Ft):

Runway Surface:
Runway Surface Condition:

***  Note:  NTSB  investigators  either  traveled in support of this investigation or conducted a significant amount of investigative work
without any travel, and used data obtained from various sources to prepare this aircraft accident report. ***

The  pilot performed an instrument approach to the runway with an approaching winter storm. A review of on-board global positioning system
(GPS)  data  indicated that the airplane flew through the approach course several times during the approach and was consistently below the
glideslope  path.  The  airplane  continued below the published decision height altitude and drifted to the right of the runway’s extended
centerline.  The  GPS  recorded  the pilot’s attempt to perform a missed approach, a rapid decrease in ground speed, and then the airplane
descend  to  the ground, consistent with an aerodynamic stall. Further, the airplane owner, who was also a passenger on the flight, stated
that,  after the pilot made the two “left turning circles” and had begun a third circle, he perceived that the airplane “just stalled.” An
examination  of  the airframe and engine did not detect any preimpact anomalies that would have precluded normal operation. The airplane’s
anti-ice  and propeller anti-ice switches were found in the “off” position. A review of weather information revealed that the airplane was
operating  in an area with the potential for moderate icing and snow. Based on the GPS data and weather information, it is likely that the
airframe  collected  ice during the descent and approach, which affected the airplane’s performance and led to an aerodynamic stall during
the climb.
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__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

The National Transportation Safety Board determines the probable cause(s) of this accident to be:
The  pilot’s  inadvertent  stall  during  a  missed  approach.  Contributing  to the accident was the pilot’s operation of the airplane in
forecasted icing conditions without using all of its anti-ice systems.

Accident (Continued)

OCCURRENCES

Approach-IFR initial approach - Structural icing
Approach-IFR missed approach - Aerodynamic stall/spin
Uncontrolled descent - Collision with terr/obj (non-CFIT) 

FINDINGS

Environmental issues-Conditions/weather/phenomena-Temp/humidity/pressure-Conducive to structural icing-Effect on equipment - F
Aircraft-Aircraft oper/perf/capability-Performance/control parameters-Airspeed-Not attained/maintained - C
Personnel issues-Action/decision-Info processing/decision-Decision making/judgment-Pilot - F
Aircraft-Aircraft oper/perf/capability-Performance/control parameters-Directional control-Not attained/maintained - C

Findings Legend: (C) = Cause, (F) = Factor
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