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Number of Engines:

Operating Certificate(s):

Fatal Serious Minor/None
Crew
Pass

Last Depart. Point:
Destination: 

Airport Proximity:

Condition of Light:
Weather Info Src:

Basic Weather:
Lowest Ceiling:

Visibility:
Wind Dir/Speed:

Temperature (°C):
Precip/Obscuration:

Pilot-in-Command Age:

Certificate(s)/Rating(s)

Flight Time (Hours)

Total All Aircraft:
Last 90 Days:

Total Make/Model:
Total Instrument Time:

Printed on : 10/11/2013 3:48:36 AM

Type of Flight Operation:
Reg. Flight Conducted Under:

546
916
9
7334

Airplane

Airline Transport; Multi-engine Land; Single-engine Land

66

***  Note:  :  NTSB investigators either traveled in support of this investigation or conducted a significant amount of investigative work
without any travel, and used data obtained from various sources to prepare this public aircraft accident report. ***

The  multi-engine  fire  bomber,  which  was  not carrying retardant, was established at its cruise altitude while en route to a fire base
where  it  would  be  used  as  part  of  the effort to fight a local fire. While en route, the flight crew encountered a forecast area of
instrument  meteorological  conditions,  whereupon  they  began  a series of descents to lower altitudes in order to stay in visual flight
rules  (VFR) conditions beneath the clouds. During the last few minutes of their flight, the flight crew had descended to an altitude that
was  less  than 1,300 feet above ground level (agl) over nearly level terrain. As they approached rapidly rising terrain at the end of the
broad  open  valley  they  had  been  flying over, they inadvertently entered instrument meteorological conditions (IMC). Soon thereafter,
while  still  in  a  nearly  wings-level  attitude, the airplane impacted a ridge about 240 feet below its top. The First Officer, who was
flying  at  the  time, had asked the Captain about ten minutes prior to the impact if their altitude was high enough to clear the upcoming
terrain,  but  the  Captain  did  not  respond, and the First Officer did not challenge the Captain about the issue. Witnesses in the area
reported  low clouds with ceilings about 200 feet above ground level with a visibility of one-quarter mile or less, with rain and fog. One
of  the  witnesses  reported  momentarily  viewing  the  airplane flying "very low," while the others reported only being able to hear the
airplane.
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Brief of

 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

The National Transportation Safety Board determines the probable cause(s) of this accident to be:
The  flight crew's failure to maintain terrain clearance during low altitude flight in low ceiling and visibility conditions. Contributing
to  the  accident was the flight crew's failure to adequately monitor their location with respect to the rising terrain environment ahead,
and, their lack of crew resource management communication as a crew.

Accident (Continued)

OCCURRENCES

Enroute-cruise - VFR encounter with IMC
Enroute-cruise - Controlled flight into terr/obj (CFIT)

FINDINGS

Aircraft-Aircraft oper/perf/capability-Performance/control parameters-Altitude-Not attained/maintained - C
Personnel issues-Psychological-Attention/monitoring-Monitoring environment-Flight crew - F
Personnel issues-Task performance-Communication (personnel)-Lack of communication-Flight crew - F
Environmental issues-Physical environment-Terrain-Mountainous/hilly terrain-Contributed to outcome 
Environmental issues-Conditions/weather/phenomena-Ceiling/visibility/precip-Low ceiling-Effect on operation 
Environmental issues-Conditions/weather/phenomena-Ceiling/visibility/precip-Low visibility-Effect on operation 

Findings Legend: (C) = Cause, (F) = Factor
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