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Airplane

Airline Transport; Commercial; Multi-engine Land; Single-engine Land
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Dry
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8016 / 150
06
Wilmington International AirpoAirport Name:

Runway Identification:
Runway Length/Width (Ft):

Runway Surface:
Runway Surface Condition:

***  Note:  NTSB investigators may not have traveled in support of this investigation and used data provided by various sources to prepare
this aircraft accident report. ***

During  a  night,  northbound,  international overwater flight that paralleled the east coast of the southeast United States, the airplane
encountered  headwinds.  Upon  arrival  at  the  intended  destination, the weather was below forecasted conditions, resulting in multiple
instrument  approach  attempts. After the first missed approach, the controller advised the crew that there was an airport 36 miles to the
north  with  "much  better"  weather,  but  the  crew declined, citing a need to clear customs. During the third missed approach, the left
engine  lost  power,  and  while  the airplane was being vectored for a fourth approach, the right engine lost power. Utilizing the global
positioning  system,  the  captain  pointed the airplane toward the intersection of the airport's two runways. Approximately 50 feet above
the  ground,  he  saw  runway  lights,  and landed. The captain attempted to lower the landing gear prior to the landing, but it would not
extend  due  to a lack of hydraulic pressure from the loss of engine power, and the alternate gear extension would not have been completed
in  time. The gear up landing resulted in damage to the underside of the fuselage and punctures of the pressure vessel. The captain stated
that  the  airplane  arrived  in  the vicinity of the destination with about 1,000 pounds of fuel onboard or 55 minutes of fuel remaining.
However,  air  traffic and cockpit voice recordings revealed that the right engine lost power about 14 minutes after arrival, and the left
engine,  about  20  minutes  after  arrival. Federal air regulations require, for an instrument flight rules flight plan, that an airplane
carry  enough  fuel  to complete the flight to the first airport of landing, fly from that airport to an alternate, and fly after that for
45  minutes  at normal cruising speed. The loss of engine power was due to fuel exhaustion, with no preaccident mechanical anomalies noted
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to the airplane.
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__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

The National Transportation Safety Board determines the probable cause(s) of this accident to be:
A loss of engine power due to the crew's inadequate in-flight fuel monitoring.

Accident (Continued)

OCCURRENCES

Approach-IFR missed approach - Fuel exhaustion
Approach-IFR missed approach - Loss of engine power (total)
Emergency descent - Landing gear not configured
Landing-flare/touchdown - Abnormal runway contact

FINDINGS

Personnel issues-Task performance-Planning/preparation-Fuel planning-Pilot - C
Personnel issues-Action/decision-Info processing/decision-Decision making/judgment-Pilot 
Environmental issues-Conditions/weather/phenomena-Ceiling/visibility/precip-Low ceiling-Contributed to outcome 

Findings Legend: (C) = Cause, (F) = Factor
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