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Readers are advised that the Australian Transport Safety Bureau investigates for the sole purpose 
of enhancing transport safety. Consequently, Bureau reports are confined to matters of safety 
significance and may be misleading if used for any other purposes. 

 
Investigations commenced on or before 30 June 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of 
those investigations, are authorised by the CEO of the Bureau in accordance with Part 2A of the Air 
Navigation Act 1920. 
 
Investigations commenced after 1 July 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of those 
investigations, are authorised by the CEO of the Bureau in accordance with the Transport Safety 
Investigation Act 2003 (TSI Act). Reports released under the TSI Act are not admissible as evidence in any 
civil or criminal proceedings. 
 
NOTE: All air safety occurrences reported to the ATSB are categorised and recorded. For a detailed 
explanation on Category definitions please refer to the ATSB website at www.atsb.gov.au. 

http://www.atsb.gov.au/�
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Occurrence Number: 198903789 Occurrence Type: Accident 
Location: Cape Richards Hinchinbrook Island QLD 
Date: 5 July 1989 Time: 1645 
Highest Injury Level: Nil  
Injuries:   

 Fatal Serious Minor None 
Crew 0 0 1 1 
Ground 0 0 0 - 
Passenger 0 0 0 6 
Total 0 0 0 7 

 

Aircraft Details: De Havilland Canada DHC2 
MkI Beaver Amphibian   

Registration: VH-OCW   
Serial Number: 436   
Operation Type: Charter   
Damage Level: Destroyed   
Departure Point: Cape Richards QLD   
Departure Time: N/A   
Destination: Townsville QLD   
 
Approved for Release: 29th November 1990 

Circumstances: 

The aircraft was scheduled to conduct three round trips between Townsville and Cape Richards, with a stop at 
Orpheus Island on some legs, during the day. The pilot involved in the accident flew the first and third trips and 
another pilot flew the second. After the first trip the pilot reported that he pumped the floats out and considered that 
the quantity of water removed was normal. On the third trip he picked up a "standby" passenger at Orpheus Island. 
On arrival at Cape Richards the scheduled six passengers were loaded. A witness employed by the resort to handle 
the aircraft and passengers on the island reported that the floats appeared to be sitting in the water such that the 
water was above the normal water line on the floats. Examination of the aircraft loading indicated that the aircraft 
was overweight and the centre of gravity was just inside the rear limit. The pilot reported taxiing at 1613 hours with 
eight persons on board. At 1624 hours he reported that he was returning to unload one passenger. In that time two 
takeoff attempts into the north-east were made. The wind in the bay where the attempts were made was a light 
northerly. The pilot again reported taxiing at 1634 hours with seven persons on board. A further two takeoff 
attempts were made. On the final attempt the pilot did not taxi as far into the bay as on previous occasions. The 
takeoff was continued well out beyond the shelter of the island into an area where the wind was easterly at about 10 
knots, and the swell was 1 to 1.5 metres. The pilot reported that the aircraft had attained an indicated airspeed of 55 
knots, and he intended to fly it off the water at 57 knots. The right float had lifted from the water and it hit a wave 
which pushed the right wing up. The pilot was unable to lift the left wing which hit the water, causing the aircraft to 
cart-wheel. 

Significant Factors: 

The following factors were considered relevant to the development of the accident  



4 
Aviation Safety Investigation Report 

198903789 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
1. The pilot selected the incorrect takeoff direction for the wind conditions prevailing.  

2. The pilot continued the takeoff into an area of unsuitable swell. This accident was not the subject of an on-scene 
investigation. 


