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Readers are advised that the Australian Transport Safety Bureau investigates for the sole purpose 
of enhancing transport safety. Consequently, Bureau reports are confined to matters of safety 
significance and may be misleading if used for any other purposes. 

 
Investigations commenced on or before 30 June 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of 
those investigations, are authorised by the CEO of the Bureau in accordance with Part 2A of the Air 
Navigation Act 1920. 
 
Investigations commenced after 1 July 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of those 
investigations, are authorised by the CEO of the Bureau in accordance with the Transport Safety 
Investigation Act 2003 (TSI Act). Reports released under the TSI Act are not admissible as evidence in any 
civil or criminal proceedings. 
 
NOTE: All air safety occurrences reported to the ATSB are categorised and recorded. For a detailed 
explanation on Category definitions please refer to the ATSB website at www.atsb.gov.au. 

http://www.atsb.gov.au/�
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Occurrence Number: 198503527 Occurrence Type: Accident 
Location: 37 km NE of Biloela QLD 
Date: 7 August 1985 Time: 350 
Highest Injury Level: Fatal  
Injuries:   

 Fatal Serious Minor None 
Crew 1 0 0 0 
Ground 0 0 0 - 
Passenger 0 0 0 0 
Total 1 0 0 0 

 
Aircraft Details: Beech 65-B80-8800   
Registration: VH-FDR   
Serial Number:    

Operation Type: Supplementary Airline 
Service(Cargo)   

Damage Level: Destroyed   
Departure Point: Brisbane QLD   
Departure Time: 0350   
Destination: Rockhampton QLD   
 
Approved for Release: June 20th 1986 

Circumstances: 

This aircraft had only recently been acquired by the company. It had a fuel system different to other aircraft of the 
same type in the fleet. On the other aircraft there were three detents for each fuel selector, On, Off, Crossfeed. On 
this aircraft there were four detents, Off, Outboard, Inboard, Crossfeed. The pilot had not previously flown this 
aircraft. After a flight time of about 110 minutes the pilot reported that both engines had stopped and he was unable 
to acces fuel from the outboard tanks. When the wreckage was located no evidence of fuel was found in the inboard 
tanks. An inspection of the wreckage did not reveal any fault with the engines or fuel system which may have 
contributed to the occurrence. It was evident that the engines had stopped when the fuel from the inboard tanks was 
exhausted. A quantity of fuel remained in the outboard tanks. The day prior to this flight the pilot was briefed on the 
fuel system of VH-FDR by the company check pilot. The briefing was carried out with the use of the Pilots 
Operating Manual for the aircraft. Because VH-FDR was not available at the time, the pilot was not able to study 
the fuel management panel in daylight hours. It is not known if the pilot familiarised himself with the panel before 
commencing the flight. The aircraft is normally operated with the inboard tanks selected for takeoff. Evidence was 
obtained from flight documentation found in the wreckage which indicated that the pilot had changed the fuel 
selections from Inboard, about 30 minutes before he reported that the engines had stopped. However, the exhaustion 
of the fuel contained in the inboard tanks indicates that the selectors could not have been correctly positioned in the 
detents for the outboard tanks. Tests carried out found that if the selectors were positioned between the inboard and 
outboard detents, sufficient fuel, to allow the engines to be operated, would still be drawn from the inboard tanks. 
The reason the pilot was unable to access fuel from the outboard tanks could not be determined. 


